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SATTAR, ARSHIA, University of Chicage (Panel: Animals as Transformations and Projections in Classical Indian
Texts)

"It's a Bird, It's a Bear, It's Hamman!"
The paper will examine the ways in which Hanuman is likened to a bird (especially Garuda), particularly when

- he makes his leap to Lanka in the Sanskrit Ramayana. Although he is never called a bird, he is consistently

compared to the mighty Garuda when he leaps/flies through the air to the island. Further, within the
Ramayana, he does other bird-like things, for example, he retrieves herbs from mountains, and seems to have an
antipathy for smakes. The issue of Hanuman as a bixd is complicated by the fact that Jambavan, who is a bear,
claims to have performed gimilar feats. This is interesting because there has been much debate over whether
the bears arkd the monkeys in the Ramayana are different from each other. Are monkeys bears and bears monkeys
and can they be birds? Are animals anthropomorphic or are they theriomorphic in that they resemble still
cther animals?

SEELY, CLINTON, University of Chicago (Panel: Constructing Self and Culture: Three Picneers of Mcdern Indian
Literature)
"Pramila: A Tradition Characterized"

Ashish Nandy, in his study of colonial mentality (The Intimate Enemy: Loss and Reccvery of Self Under
Colonialism <1983>), describes Michael Madhugudan Dutt (1824 - 1873) as "<prrohably the person who most
dramatically sought to redefine popular mythology to fit the changing values under colonialism..."(p.18). The
supporting evidence Nandy cites is Dutt's Bengali narrative poem based on the Ramayana, "Meghanadavadha Kavya"
{(The Slaying of Meghanada). This text hag been the focus of much criticism, both positive and negative, since
its appearance in 1861. Madhusudan Dutt, who began his career aspiring to become a respected English poet,
had a change of heart, and, with Meghanadhavadha, he unequivocally succeeded in enhancing the language of his
forefathers. He is today acknowledged as the first of the modern poets --— his Meghanadavadha, the first poem
of the modern era. If modern is taken to mean not only new or aug courant but also somehow different from the
past, then Meghanadavadha is both medern and traditicnal, for there is much that is new and mucPf?‘-‘ﬁraditional.,
Even the new, in Dutt's adroit hands, is traditiomal. This paper focuses on Pramila, the wife of Meghanada--
a character conspicuously absent from the "standard" Bengali Ramayana but one whose antecedents are neither
new nor foreign to the Bengali literary tradition. Pramila, who commits suttee {suttee having been cutlawed
decades earlier by the British), would seem to cast doubt on Nandy's assertion of what Dutt sought to do.

SEN, SUDIPTA, University of Chicago {Panél: Temple Traditions)
"Aspects of the Decline of Terra~Cotta Temple Art in Bengal"

Building of terra-cotta temples was a widespread social practice in pre-c¢olonial Bengal. Temple architecture
and burnt clay sculpture were primary and famous art forms in the country particulariy since the later middle
ages., There was a major commmity of craftsmen, the sutradhars - woodworkers, stone and ivory carvers and
¢lay sculptors, a large number of whom came to specialize in brick temple architecture and the designing of
terra-cotta motifs. This paper tries tc trace the course of the decline of this craft and the changing
circumstances faced by its artisans, touching upon the social history of the early phase of the colonial
impact on Bengal. The decline of temple building as a meaningful sccial institution and the disappearance of
a highly skilled craft were not simply results of British land revenue reforms which disturbed the traditional
patronage. They were linked to the creation of the colonial city of Calsutta. The gradual end of the
cultural imperative to host the building of a temple in the countryside was closely related to the shift of
social investment to this colonial urban environment. It was also related to the changing sccial perceptions
and expectations of the newly created indigenous urban elite who were the first to benefit finandially and
socially through intimate associations with the dominant network of British trade and capital. The abode of
the household deities of prominent Bengali families during this period became a part of the newly defined
residential premise, the bari in the primate city. This paper also explores the cultural uprooting and the
migration of a large number of sutradhar families to Calcutta in the search of jobs as bricklayers and
carpenters, and their re-aggregation in the city as part of the widening labor foree, now defined as belonging
to the carpenter 'caste' as espoused in the census.
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SHARMA, ARVIND, McGill University (Panel: The 'Religiocus' and 'Secular' in Indian Thought)
"Yarieties of 'Secularism' in Ind{an Thought" ‘

The term 'secularism' is used in a variety of ways, both in India and in the West. The most common usage of
the word in the West is that it is "non-spiritual, having no concern with religious or spiritual
matters...anything which is distinct, opposed te or not connected with religion or ecclesiastical things,
temporal as opposed to spiritual or ecclesiastical." (Encyclopedia Britannica), Modern Indian thinkers,
however, interpret 'secularism' as: (1) not being tied to any religion (2) egual protection for all religions;
{3) recognition of the universality (as opposed to parochialism) of spiritual vaiues, {4) non-patronization of
any particular relig'ion, (5) non-interference with religidus institutions and the religicus life of the
pecple, etc. I ghall examine in this paper how modern Indian secularism should be understood and its
implications to modern society.

SHIEIDS, NANCY K,, San Angelo, Texas (Panel: Temple Traditions)

"Wooden Spirits of South Kanara"
Spirir Worship in South Kanara, India, honors particular local Spirits in yearly forms of ancient rural
pageantry. Ceremonial rites provide Spirit dancers the opportunity to reaffirm the continuing powerful
relationships between Spirits and humans. Not only do these ritualized performances include elements of folk
theater, masked drama and narrative recitation, coupled with healing and personal counselling, but many of the
same Spirits whose narratives are chanted by Spirit dances are alsc represented in wooden sculptures. The
power and ferocity of these sculptures evoke fear and devotion in the worshippers at all times but especially
in the flickering torchlight of the festivals. The devotees believe that the Spirit has entered through the
eyes of the sculpture and resides therein. Generally speaking the sculptures are carved from jackfruit trees:
some take the form of humang: others are of animals: yet others are neither man nor beast. They vary in size:
some are gigantic. ‘Many aré freshly and vividly painted with natureal plant and mineral pigments. The older
ones are softened and weathered by time., Just as the Spirits themselves. are remarkably various in their tales-
and manifestations, so too are the Spirit sculptures, the temples that house them and the festivals in their
honor. The lecture will include slides. '

SIDDIQUEE, BZKER A., Sangamon State University (Panel: Development and Economics)
"Integration and Development in South asia: An Economic Analysis"

The idea of regional ccoperation and integration arrangements has become widely accepted among both developed
and developing countries as an important means for accelerating economic growth and development and also to
promote other social goals. Currently, there are over a dozen of such regicnal groups covering as many as one
half of the world's population. While these countries were actively engaged in drawing up and implementing
mutually beneficial regional cooperation policies in the fields of econcmics and other areas over the last
three decades of more, with both successes and failuras, the countries inhabited by the other half of the
world population, namely, China and Scuth Asian countries, have remained very much inward locking and in many
instances even anti-regicnal. Presumably, as a result of the growing strength and successes of other regicnai
bodies and alsc the realization of greater world interdependence finally convinced the leaders of seven South
Asian countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka), to form their own
regional cooperation body - the SAARC in 1985. The major aim of this paper is to consider a limited form of
economic integration among the SAARC countries and analyze the potential static and dynamic gains for the
union, A major finding of the paper is that although the size of the static gains may not be substantial,
however, the dynamic gains for the union as a whole may be substantial. Furthermore, the dynamic gains can be
increased further by broadening the union memberships including countries such as Burina and Afghanistan.

STILVERBERG, JAMES, University of Wisconsin—-Milwaukee (Panel: Opium in South Asia)

"Social and Ritual Uses of Narcctics in a Gujrati village"
This paper will attempt to offer a better understanding of the current problems in narcotics control in South
Asia, by describing and analyzing the uses of cannabis and opium by various social groups in a Gujrati
village. Therapeutic use of narcobics in the village will be discussed, Established patterns of production
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and comerce, and common attitudes towards use of different types of drugs in different settings will be
analyzed.

SINGH, KARORI, University of Rajasthan (Panel: Historical Analysis of Contemporary Irrigation Policies in
South Asia)
"Land Reforms in Sri Lanka: Perception and Prospects"

Land reforms have been considered an important aspect of development strategies inm Sri Lanka since the
colonial period. A large number of legislative and administrative measures have been undertaken by the
colonial and post—colonial state for providing security of tenure, fixation of share, and a ceiling on the
ewnership of land holdings. All such measures were objectives of social justice and productivity. However,
these measures did not yield the desired results. This paper analyses the elite and mass perceptions of land
reforms. 'The analysis of perceptions reveals that there is both congruence and divergence in the perceptions
of different aspects of land reforms in Sri Lanka. The congruence is on the need for further land reforms.
The divergence is on the nature and content of land reforms to be a few policy measures including
constitutionally validating land reform laws, abolishing the rotational tenure system, and reducing the
ceiling on the cwnership of land holdings in the case of paddy land. It is doubtful that the ruling elite
will pursue any of the land policy measures suggested which will further aggravate tensions in the agrarian
sactor.

SINGH, NIKKY, Colby College (Panel: Female Images in the Panjab)
"Sundari: The Paradigm of Sikh Ethics"

Published in 1898, SUNDARI is the first novel of the Punjabi language. The stoxry, however, was conceived when
its author Bhai Vir Singh (1872-1957) was still in high school and a part of it was written then as well. It
is a hercic portrait of a woman named Srasti who, born in a Hindu family, later enbraces the Sikh faith under
the influence of her brother, Balvant Singh converted a Sikh much earlier, and receives the neW:name Sunder
Kaur (Sundari for short). She then leads a daring life in the jungles with a band of Sikh wafriors. This
paper will focus cn how a) the elements that forged Sikh moral ethos -- langar, seva, kirat karni, vand
chhakna te nam Jjapna —-—. permeate SUNDARI; b) the vision of -the Ultimate Reality is realized in the heroines
person -— in her socio-political activity; c) Bhai Vir Singh (and the Sikh community) acknowledge Sundari as
the paradigm of Sikh insight into the Transcendent Cne.

SINGH, SURJIT MAN, Johns Hopking University (Panel: Management Problems in Higher Education in the South Asian
Regicn)
"Scuth Asian Universities: Some Common Management Problems™

India is a country which has recently experience a mushroom growth of Universities., In spite of this, the
country still has a national literacy rate of just 36%. This shows that there is something wrong in the
management and distribution system of the resources available. The Universities in India have a variety of
managament. problems -~ student management, financial management, resource management. Management for objective
academic growth and manage of change in the system. The problems vary in nature in the Central and State
Universities and also differ region wise depending mainly on the objective growth of the community involved.
The paper "South Asian Universities: Scme Common Management Problems" aims at discussing these crucial issues
rocking the entire structure of higher education.

STNHA, MRINALINY, SUNY at Stoney Brook (Panel: Conflicting Images of the British Raj)
"The 'Non-Martial Bengalee': A Colonial Sterectype and the Native Volunteer Question in 1885"

In this paper, I examine the ‘native! volunteering movement of 1885 in the light of the martial race theory.
which had emerged as a guide for racruitment in the post-Mutiny Indian Army. The 'native' bid to join
existing European or Eurasian Volunteer Corps or to form separate Native Volunteer Corps occourred at the
height of the Russian threat in Afghanistan. The volunteer movement., which was sparked off by an episode in
Madrag, was taken up by natives all over British India. The educated Bengali babus were at the forefront of
the movement. Volunteering was closely associated with the Bengali bhadralok's self image of effeteness and
it had a decisive impact on the nature of the Bengali resistance tc colonial rule. The response of the
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colonial authorities to the volunteer agitation drew upon popular notions of manliness and effeminacy. ILord
Dufferin's government evoked the quasi-scientific arguments of the martial race theory in order to buttress
the colonial ideal of manliness, The volunteer controversy illustrated the evolution of the martial race
theory into a rigid gender sterectypes of manliness and effeminacy, which were to have impcrtant implications
for the structures of colonial society in late nineteenth century India.

SKINNER, DEBRA, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (Panel: Nepal as an Ethnographic Azea:
Repregentations & Reevaluations.
"Nepalese Children's Understanding of Themselves and their Social World"

This paper examines the dynamic process of children's reproduction of and resistance to gender and caste
identities. Although thers are notable exceptions, most ethnegraphies of "self" in South Asia have focused on
Hindu cosmological notions of self and person at a collective level, and not on the intra—cultural and intra-
psychic conflict of social identities. Until recently, much of the anthropological literature on childhood
socialization has also been limited by the view of children as passively intermalizing cultural codes; it has
missed the active contribution of the child to the content and process of socialization. This paper is based
on an ethnegraphy of children which is concerned with guestions of socialization and cultural reproduction of
social identities, Data from a mixed caste hill village in Nepal show that children (re)create and negotiate
identities and use cultural devices to understand them, Children's resistance to our strategic redefinition
of both caste and gender identities has been influenced by recent changes in the village. Some children have
also used traditiomal cultural genres in new ways to give expression to their conflicting notions of sccial
identities,

SMITH, BRIAN K., Barnard College (Panel: Animals as Transformations and Projections)

"Cuteast Animals and Beéastly Men: The Construction of the Other in Ancient India"
In Vedic ritual texts, animals and humans are divided into those that are sacrificable (mecdhya) or "worthy of
participation in the sacrifice" (yajniya) and those that are not.. The animals and humans In the former
category are additlonally listed among the creatures who are considered "domesticated," they are assigned a
class (varna), and the animals allowed inside the confines of the sacrifice are also those regarded as edible.
In this paper, I will explore the overlapping criteria for constituting some species of animal as "othex" -~
that is, nonsacrificable, "wild," outside the varna classification system, and nonedible. I will then turn to
the case of the similarly categorized group of humans the texts refer to as "pseudo—humans" or "wild men"
{kimmara, kimpurusa, purusa mrga, or mayu) in order to suggest some of the reasons why certain pecple in Vedic
and Hindu texts {(including also the uninitiate of any class, the Vratyas, Sudras, Untouchables, etc.) came to
be classified as beyond the pale of the fully himan. :

SPAUIDING, FRAMK, Chio State University (Panel: Ethnic and National Identity)
"Features of Caste and Kinship in Pakistan"

The caste-like features of Muslim South Asian societies have been recognized for some time now. Over the past
two decades, these features have increasingly attracted scholarly attention. A number of studies center upon
determining the extent to which biraderi (the kinship unit of Muslim South Asia) is organized on principles
gimilar to those which ordex the hierarchical caste system. These efforts have made important contributions
to developing our understanding of Islam as it is mediated and expressed in social contexts external to the
Arab Middle BEast. Such studies, however, tend to minimize the social importance of the syncretic elements
present in Muslim South Asian commmities. To illuninate :some aspects of this syncretism, this paper
describes and analyzes the kinship system of a biraderi located in the northern Punjab of Pakistan. This
analysis suggests scme important features of biraderis that set them against the social organization of Hindu
castes while at the same time revealing their common history. Preferred cousin—marriage is identified as an
important factor essential to understanding the differences and similarities in conceptualizaticn and social
organization that obtain between caste and biraderi.
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SPINK, WALTER M., University of Michigan, 2nn Arbor (Panel: Studies in South Asian Art)

"Intrusive Imagery in the Western Caves" i
Many of the Western Caves contain imagery that is not part of their original conception but which has been
created after the completion of the main iconographic program of the cave. The paper traces the important
developments of that imagery.

SRIDHAR, KAMAL, K., SUNY-Stoney Brook (Panel: South Indians Outside South India: The Carrying Forth of Culture,
Part I) .
“"Cultural Maintenance Among Asian Indians: Kannadigas in the New York Area"

This is a synchronic study of language maintenance and shift from a sociolinguistic perspective. The study
presents a detailed profile of the language situation in the first generation of immigrants from Karmataka.
The sociolinguistic perspective permits a finer description of the parent's and children's competence in the
ethnic language than is usually found in the literature. It alsc gives insights inte the nature of the
linguistic output avajlable to the younger generation. Further, this study illustrates the wvalue of the
comparative perspective suggested by Fishman (1966) by relating the scociclinguistic outcemes of migration
within and outside India. Methodologically, this study is based on reports of language use, attitudes, socio-
cultural practices and maintenance efforts of a number of Xanhadigas and on cbservaticns of interactions among
Kannadigas in varicus informal and institutional settings., Responses to a 55 item questionnaire administered
to 21 families of Kannada speakers form the primary data for this study. Results indicate that Kannada is
used very much in the family domain, in face to face and telephone interactiona among relatives and friends,
and at Xamnada functions. The children have a primarily receptive knowledge of Kannada and a restricted
competence in the speech domain. English is clearly the dominant language for the most of them beth at home
and outside.

SUTHERLAND, SALLY J., University of California—Berkelsy {Panel: The Construction of the Feminine:
Representations of Women in Traditional and Contemporary India} :
"Tha Bad Seed: Senior Wives and Elder Sonmg in the Ancient Indian Epic Tradition"

The rivalry between co-wives, or sapatni-s, is a recurrent motif in the epic literature. This rivalry often
focuses on the births and characteristics of sons. The conception and births of the sons are not infrequently
magical and are sometimes abnormal and even bizarre in nature. In this paper, I will examine some of the more
well-known epic versions of this motif in an attempt to understand its underlying importance in the context of
traditional Indian familial, sccial, and religious life.

SYED, ANWAR H., University of Massachusetts (Panel: Political Parties, Elites and Policy=Meking in South Agia)
"The Pakistan People's Party (PPP)—An Abstract"

This paper will, first, provide a brief review and analysis of the party's:ideclogical and programmatic
commitments armounced before the 1970 general elections and the leadership style of its founder, the late
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. It will then examine Mr. Bhutto's style of party management and treat it as one of the
principsl reasons for the party's failure to hold its ground and for his own eventual ouster from power. It
will go on to examine Ms. Benazire Bhutto's style of party leadership and management, her interpretation of
the party's goals and missions, factional disputes within the party over her style and over interpretations of
Mr. Bhutto's legacy. Reference will be made to party notables, besides Ms. Bhutto, at the national and
provincial levels, their ideological and class orientations, and the resulting state of intermal cohesion in
the party. The party's current problems in building support in the various provinces of Pakistan, including
its handling of the issue of Punjabi dominance of other provinces, will be discussed, with some speculation as
to what might happen if it were to lose the Punjab in the general elections expected to be held in 1990.

TARTAKOV, GARY MICHARL, Iowa State University (Panel: Beyond Porm to the Context of India's Visual Arts)
"Makaratorana: The Site of Passage"

The usual way to consider temple symbolism is through the ichnography of particular deities found in the

temple's precincts. But ancther and equally important way is to congsider the symbolism of the temple®s

structure. The structure too is composed in accordance with agamic and sastric injunctions and endowed with
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significance to be imparted to the rituals that take place within it, This paper investigates a small,
peripheral shrine of the Kailasa at Ellora. It examines the architectural decoration to see how it lends to
the shrine's meaning and to the meaning of the ritual it housed. Along the way it offers an interesting
particular interpretation of the makaratorana, one of the most popular temple symbolisms of the 8th century
Deccan and later. Its major thrust is to reaffirm the significance of the temple as a instrument of ritual

transcendence, in which even the most trivial decoration may have a soteriological grounding,

TAYLOR, TRMGARD C., SUNY-Cortland {(Panel: Cmnibus)

"cultural Tgnorance as a Barrier to Indian Literature in English"
If literature represents culture, then it follows that unfamiliarity with a given culture mzkes the literature
less intelligible or even unintelligible. In the past, critics have frequently made intelligibility of a text
for members of other cultures an important criterion in their positive or negative judgement of a work, but
lately this attitude has come under attack. It is now argued that authors do not have to offer cultural
explanations in their works to assist readers, that instead readers can be expected to do significant work in
their struggle *to possess the text. Authors can even choose to make moments of their work culturally
difficult because readers will want to perform the intellectual work required to make the text meaningful to
them.
The above may hold true for the mature, eager reader. But what about young undergraduates who are confronted
with culturally difficult texts in required readings? How much effort are they willing to put forth and at
what point of cultural frustration might they give up? The presenter teaches an introductory course on Indian
Literature in English at the undergraduate level and will discuss students' reactions to four 20th century
novels in terms of their intelligibility to the students. She will further address the need to be a mediator
between cultures as well as an instructor of literature in such a course and comment of the delicate balance
that must be struck between thess two areas.

THOMPSON, SUSAN J., Cornell University (Panel: Historical 2Znalysis of Contemporary Irrigation Policies in
South Asia)
"Historical Determinants of Irrigation Policy in Sri Lanka"

Sri Lanka's water resource policies, which historically have been irrigation policies, predate the British
colonial period. A Dutch development scheme in the eighteenth century anticipated British irrigation policies
of the late ninesteenth and early twentieth centuries, while a variant of the Kandyan law of rajakariya was
implemented by the British for maintaining village irrigatien works. Current irrigation policies in Sri Lanka
have their antecedents in these early colenial policies and in the laws of the Kandyan kingdem. These
irrigation policies were first implemented as regional development policies for the production of subsistence
commedities. This policy orientation has not changed since the eighteenth century. Yet there has been little
examination of the consequences of irrigation policies developed in other economic epochs as the base of
current irrigation policies and programs. This paper will examine the historical antecedents of current water
resource policies and explore the implications of for Sri Lanka's agricultural development in the global
ECONONY «

TRAWICK, MARGARET, Hobart and Williams Smith Colleges (Panel: The Use, Meaning and Rhetoric of Tmages of
Family Life in South Asian Religious Texts)
"Men Who Worship Son—Gods: 2n Examination of Two Life Stories"

People in India take gods very personally., Often a person's choice of a god to worship has something to do
with the unique circumstances of that person's own life. The god embodies the worshipper's sorrows, longings,
conflicts, hopes, or more precisely, the god embodies a relationship in the course of which such feelings
grow. To worship a mother-goddess, for instance, is (among other things) to give a new form to feelings one
has had for one's own mother, who is now a part of oneself. When worshippers say that the Mother (or Siva, or
Krishna) dwells within the heart, I think that on one level they mean just this. In this paper, the life-
histories of two men who worship son—gods will be examined. One of these men is a Vellalar (high non-Brahman)
in his seventies who worships a particular version of Pillaiyar, the celibate eldest son of Siva. The cther
igs a Pariayar (Untouchable) of about thirty-five vears of age, who worships Ayyappan, the offspring of Siva
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and Vishnu, noted for his fidelity to his foster parents. Though the two life-stories are very different,
both of them illustrate the tragic aspects of father-son love and patrilineal ideals, and in both of them, the
son—gods play key roles.

UNDERWOOD, KELSEY CLARK, (Panel: South Indians Outside South India: The Carrying Forth of Culture)
Negotiating Tamil Identity in the San Francisco Bay Area
This paper locks at the ways in which Tamil pecple in the San Francisco Bay Area translate and negotiate their
cultural identities ip a social context vastly different from the one they left in South India. My research
indicates that Tamils are concermed not to abandon what they perceive as their ancient linguistic and cultural
heritage. Thus as they arrange their lives in the United States, Tamil pecple have beccme actively engaged in
negotiating long-held cultural identifications. This negotiation is worked out symbolically in various forms
and activities. It is a process that entails considerable social and situational variation.
Examples of this negotiation process are discussed in the paper. Tamil's adaptations of their own names from
Tamil naming principles to American ones demonstrate the kinds of choices they make, given the congtraints of
their new society. The study and performance of Bharata Natyam, the South MNdian dance form, if another
domain in which Tamil people define their identities in the United States. Tamils' negotiation of their
identities in relation to sach other and to Americans is further demonstrated in my discussion of a weekend
camping trip, an unusual ethnographic setting in which these issues were enacted. TIn Zocusing on the
complexity involved in the process of interpreting and redefining Tamil cultural identities in the United
States, the paper considers beth how such choices are made and what the symbolic ramifications are to those
who make them.

VAJPEYY, DHIRENDRA, University of Northern Iowa (Panel: Political Parties, Elites and Policy making in -Scuth
Asia) W‘ _ :.*.‘.'.‘:‘

"ok Dal and Political Mobilization of the Backward Class in U,P, and Haryana (India)" J_\,
The role of political parties is crucial in mobilizing pecple and rescurces, and in bringing about- social and
political change. Students of political parties handle the process of participation, legitimacy, management
of conflict and national integration, My paper examines the Lok Dal ;party and its strategy to mobilize the
backward classes in Haryana, and U.P., the xole of its founder, Ch. Charan Singh, the present leadership Ajit
Singh, and H.N, Bahuguna; the split in the party and its viability to provide an alternative to the ruling
Congress (I) party in these two states, :

VAJRACHARYA, GAUTAM, University of Wisconsin, Madison (Panel: Temple Traditicns)

"Nepalese Arts of the Transitional Period"
The stylistic difference between the well—known Surya images and Majurratha is much wider than their time
differsnce., This does not seem to be a result of an abrupt change in a short peried of time since the
Nepalese artistic tradition was then characteristically conservative. The variance, rather, indicates the
existence of different schools, scme of which were still in progress, while cthers were declining gradually
for many -decades.

VINCENTNATHAN, LYNN, Aurora Illincis (Panel: Ethnic and National Identity)
"Harijan Concept of Person and Ideology"

Based on a year of field work in India, 1984-85, and taken from my dissertation, HARIJAN SUBCULIURE AND
SELF HSTEEM MANAGEMENT (UW-Madison, 1987), this paper discusses areas of Harijan suboulture that differ from
the overarching Hindu culture in ways that help Harijans maintain higher self-esteeam. Such areas include
cosmogony, caste origin myths, afterlife beliefs, and social structural arrangements. Although the original
intent of this project was to study the subculture of a particular Harijan commnity--the Parxaiyars of a
hamlet near Chidambaram, South Arcot District, and Tamil Nadu——findings from previcus studies reveal some
similar beliefs and wvalues common to many Harijan castes throughout India, and these are included in this
paper, Furthermore, analysis of these variocus Harijan beliefs and values reveal a coherent and logical
counter~ideology to traditional Hindu ideology. The Harijans near Chidambaram have a flood myth with
implications contradicting those of Purusha's dismemberment into different varnas. Most non-Brahman caste
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origin myths in Tamil Nadu also contradict the Purusha myth, but non-Harijan, non-Braman myths do imply
inherent caste differences, while the Harijan "brother" myth (found widespread throughout India) shows all
people coming from a commen source. Older and uneducated Harijans helieve pollution is evil, but enly as an
external or temporary condition and not as caste-inherent. Most Harijams de not believe in reincarnation, and
thoze that do hold different conceptions of it. Conceptions of social structure, hierarchy, and division of
labor have premises different from caste Hindu ideclogy.

WEISSMAN, LER, Univergity of Chicago (Panel: Scuth Indians Qutside South India: The Carrying Forth of Culture,
Part I)
"Chicagoan Hinduism in the Making"

This peper is about two Hindu temples in the Chicago area which originated from a gingle (primarily Kannadiga
and Telugu) group of interested South Indians, and which how advertise themselves as temples for the entire
Hindu community of Greater Chicago.  Though both temples are Vaisnava, both include Saiva shrines and employ
at least one Saiva priest. These temples have net only begun to incorporate icons of a variety of sectarian
and regional deities-—8iva-Durga, Venkateshvara, Radha-Krishna, and Alyyappan——and associated calendarical and
other rituals but also a variety of regional practices——e.g., Alyappa Bhajans, Gujaratic Kresna Bhajans, and so
en. Although there may be a general strateqy of inciusion of regional elements in the creation of a Pan-
Tndian Binduism, it is proposed that such inclusions are likely to be agonistic. This paper will ask why and
how certain rituals, certain iconographic features, and certain deities are inciuded, while others are nct.
This paper will explore how these kinds of dscisions continue to create a unique "Chicagoan" Hinduism.

WOLF, RICHARD, University of Illinois-Urbana (Panel: Ingside Tradition: Change as momentum in India's
Performing Arts)
"The Maintenance of Tradition in Karaikkudi Vina Playing"

In recent vears, mach attention has been focused on the effect of modern Indian-society - and wvalues upon the
traditional arts of India., Although, in many cases, both Indian and non-Indian researchers emphasize the
impoverishment or the decadence of traditions, it is also noteworthy that the rapid modernization in India due
to increases in techmology, industrialization, and urbanization in India, especially in the last 30 years,
provide an interesting context for studying the forces that maintain cultural traditions. In my paper I
examine the forces that have shaped the Karaikkudi style of vina playing in the last 50 years., Specifically,
I address widespread factors, such as’ institutionalization of music, politicalization and professionalization
of musicianship and individual factors, such as personality, guru-sishya power relaticnships, and biological
vs., non-biclogical ties to tradition. First T will leck at the musical and social implicaticns of the concept
of "gtyle," or "bani" in South india, then I will discuss how key members of the Karaikkudi bani have
interpreted their roles in maintaining tradition with respect to the factors menticned above. It is hoped
that this kind of an approach will provide a framework through which change in other cultural traditions in
India can be compared, thus bringing out the universal processes of cultural maintenance, as well as those
that are linked to the individual character of a specific "school."

YOUNG, SERINITY, Columbia University (Panel: Female Figures in Indian Literature)

"Rajaction and Reconciliation: Human and Kivine Females in the Biographical Literature of the Buddha"
This paper will concentrate on the two main bicgraphies of the Buddha, the Lalitavistara and the Buddhacarita.
One of the purposes of these biographies is to reshape the old Brahmanical values into new Buddhist values and
the definition of women is essential to this task. In order to explore this definitien I will examine the
various roles these biographies assign to women, e.g., the temptress, the dead good mother, the divine helper,
etc., and the identification of these women with civilization, sex, and death.

ZURICK, DAVID N., Eastern Kentucky University (Panel: Ccnservation Initiatives at Four Villages in Nepal)
"Strategies for Slopeland Usage in a Midlands Village of West Nepal"

The paper examines cultural strategies developed by the residents of the middle hills village of Phalabang to

use village slopelands for subsistence resource needs. Farmers and herders capitalize on lecal geomorphic

features in their land use system. Slope gradient, aspects and elavation are incorporated into traditional
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land use patterns. There are also clear signs of slopeland mismanagement, with resulting land degradation.
villages cope with slope constraints and deteriorative environmentalw trends in both traditional adaptive
strategies and more recent conservation initiatives. The effectiveness of villager's conservaticn practices
is the main focus of the paper. Such practices include field abandonment, the maintenance of buffer kalno
between farm fields, fodder txee producticn, and local integrated slope regeneration through the cooperative
management of private lands. The latter cccurs on the Kalikathan slepe and involves a mumber of households
with private landholdings distributed up and down the slopa. Here villagers have introduced rotaticnal grass
cutting, restricted .grazing and fuelwood cutting, and minor seedling plantings. The new conservation
practices are considered as crucial elements in newly-emerging adaptive strategies resulting from the
heightened perception of envircnment problems.

ZYSK, KENNETH G., Eastern Michigan University (Panel: Home Baged Health Care)
"Asceticism and the origins of Ayurvedic Medicine"

This paper will explore the early crigins of Ayurveda in India. We shall attempt to find links to the medical
tradition in the so~called heterodox and ascetic movements which involved the sramanas and the early
Buddhists. Greek, Pali and Sanskrit sources will be employed to elucidate tethnical and philosophical
gimilarities between the sramanas, Buddhists and physicians. The conclusions, we shall draw, point to a
derivation of the medical sclences in ancient India from heterodox religious movements, This is in direct
opposition to the origin presented in the classical medical treatises of Caraka and Susruta.
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